S U M MARY We describe a patient who developed topographical memory loss after a closed head injury. His symptoms and the psychological test results indicate a selective deficit of topographical memory, his perceptual and spatial skills being relatively unimpaired.
Impairment of topographical memory is identified in a patient who gets lost in familiar surroundings and fails to recognise familiar landmarks. This syndrome is mainly reported in patients with posterior cerebral lesions, and is frequently associated with both spatial and perceptual deficits (Paterson and Zangwill, 1945; Hecaen and Angelergues, 1963; Assal, 1969) . On the other hand, Pallis (1955) reported a patient with topographical memory loss associated with marked perceptual disturbances (prosopagnosia, achromatopsia, metamorphopsia) but whose spatial skills were well preserved. Whitty and Newcombe (1973) reported that spatial impairment was more commonly associated with topographical difficulties than was perceptual impairment. More Warrington and Weiskrantz (1968, 1974) and Warrington (1974) . Raw scores are converted to scale scores, each subtest having a mean scaled score of 10 with a standard deviation of 3. JC's individual scaled scores (corrected for age) for each of these subtests are given in Table 1 . His overall memory quotient was 98. (Whiteley and Warrington, 1977 ). JC's scores, together with the mean scores obtained by 20 normal subjects (age range 40-54 years), are given in Table 2 . JC's performance was entirely normal on all these tasks. Topographical perception Photographs of buildings, both in an urban and a country setting previously unknown to the subject, were taken from different views. Two photographs either of the same building or of different buildings were presented side by side, and the task was to judge whether the photographs were of the same building. There were 20 pairs of photographs, 13 were of the same building and seven were of different buildings. JS's score, together with the mean score and range of scores obtained for the control subjects, are given in Table 3 . His performance on this task was clearly entirely normal.
Topographical memory (for previously unknown buildings) A recognition memory test for buildings was devised such as to be comparable with the forced-choice recognition memory tests for words and faces described above as part of the memory battery. The test comprised 47 photographs of previously unknown buildings which were presented to the subject singly at a three Selective impairment of topographical memory: a single case study This case does not further our knowledge of the anatomical correlates of the syndrome but, accepting that a visual memory deficit has been established, and extrapolating from the association of medial temporal lobe lesions with a variety of visual memory deficits, we would expect the right posterior temporal regions to be more critical in maintaining this skill than more posterior regions in the parietal lobe.
